Baylor University

The US. Foreign Relations with The Bulgarian Protestant

Churches(1950s)

Submitted by Liubov E. Fortunova

as
partial fulfillment of the CHS 4360: Religion and the Body Politic
Dr. James E. Wood, Jr.

Fall - 1993
Waco, Texas




1. Introduction

2. The Economy, Social Conditions and Political Life
3. The Protestant Denominations
4. The Christian Activities
5. 50s and the Trial Against the Protestant Pastors
4. Conclusion
5. Appendix

(~Speech of Beltcho Nikolov before the Communist Congress
-From the Georgy Markov's book “The True, which Killed”)

6. Chronicle of the Events

6. Bibliography




Introduction

Bulgarian - Western Church relations until the past decade could be
described as almost identical with Bulgarian - Protestant relations. Toward the
last half of the 19th century, missionary societies in America and Britain, and
later in Germany, considered the Turkish province of Bulgaria as an important

mission field.

Missionaries were sent out by Methodist, Congregationalist,

Baptist, Pentecostalist and Adventist Churches, which joined efforts with
evangelical minded Bulgarians to establish scattered Churches. Two schools
were opened, the Bible translated into Bulgarian, a weekly newspaper
established, and an active program of lay education, evangelism and service
udertaken. From their origin, Bulgarian Evangelical Churches have had close ties
and have received assistance from sister Churches in the East, have sent their
leaders to the West to be trained, and have followed ecclesiastical and
theolodical pattems of the West. “Protestant” and “American” to many
Bulgarians in the past fifty years was aimost synonymous.!

The Economy, Social Conditions and Political Life

In Bulgaria the officially recognized religion according to Article 57

of the Constitution from 1876 15 the Orthodox faith. The-Church and the nation
were however quite as closely connected? The Church was often the last

refuge of national life, and more than once started wars of liberation (Greece,
Bulgaria). A deep national gratitude towards the Orthodox church leaves in the

hearts of the Eastern nations.

Nevertheless, the church came nearly such a control during the
communist regime, that the Church became a national institution, entirely
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