INFORMATION TO USERS

This reproduction was made from a copy of a manuscript sent to us for publication
and microfilming. While the most advanced technology has been used to pho-
tograph and reproduce this manuscript, the quality of the reproduction is heavily
dependent upon the quality of the material submitted. Pages in any manuscript
may have indistinct print. In all cases the best available copy has been filmed.

The following explanation of techniques is provided to help clarify notations which
may appear on this reproduction.

1. Manuscripts may not always be complete. When it is not possible to obtain
missing pages, a note appears to indicate this.

2. When copyrighted materials are removed from the manuscript, a note ap-
pears to indicate this.

3. Oversize materials (maps, drawings, and charts) are photographed by sec-
tioning the original, beginning at the upper left hand corner and continu-
ing from left to right in equal sections with small overlaps. Each oversize
page is also filmed as one exposure and is available, for an additional
charge, as a standard 35mm slide or in black and white paper format.*

4. Most photographs reproduce acceptably on positive microfilm or micro-
fiche but lack clarity on xerographic copies made from the microfilm. For
an additional charge, all photographs are available in black and white
standard 35mm slide format.*

*For more information about black and white slides or enlarged paper reproductions,
please contact the Dissertations Customer Services Department.

UM s







8603036

Nestorova-Matejic, Tatyana Khristova
AMERICAN MISSIONARIES IN BULGARIA: (1858-1912)

The Ohio State University PH.D. 1985

University
Microfilms
International oo n. zeeb Road, Ann Arbor, i 48106

Copyright 1985
by

Nestorova-Mateijic, Tatyaha Khristova
All Rights Reserved



oo



AMERICAN MISSIONARIES IN BULGARIA:

(1858-1912)
DISSERTATION
Presented in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for
the Degree Doctor of Philosophy in the Graduate
School of The Ohio State University
by
Tatyana Khristova Nestorova-Matejic, B.A., M.A.
¥ % k %X X%
The Ohio State University
1985

Dissertation Committee: Approved by

E. R. Levin

C. R. Rogel <:;DQJP(32/ lgkbg(i/gi\“

Adviser <
J. A. Rothney Department of History




Copyright by
Tatyana Khristova Nestorova-Matejic
1985



VITA

March 26, 1956 . . . . Bormn in Sofia, Bulgaria

1978 . . . . . . « . . B.A. (equivalent), University
of Sofia, "Kliment Okhridski",
Sofia, Bulgaria :

1978-1979 . . . . . . Graduate Student, Russian &
East European Studies, Yale
University, New Haven, Con-
necticut

1980 . . . . . . . . . M.A., Department of History,
The Ohio State University,
Columbus, Ohio

MAJOR FIELDS OF STUDY

Central East European History
Nineteenth Century European History
Twentieth Century European History
American Foreign Relations

ii



TABLE OF CONTENTS

vITA L] . L L4 L L Ll L4 - . . .
LIST OF TABLES . . . . . ¢ ¢ ¢ o ¢ o o &« o o o

INTRODUCTION . . . &« ¢ ¢ o « o o o o . .
List of References . . . . ¢« ¢ ¢ o o ¢ o o &

~3 =

CHAPTER PAGE

I. DIRECT EFFORTS TOWARDS EVANGELIZING THE BULGARIANS 8

1. The American Board "Discovers" the

Bulgarians . . . e . e e e e e 8
2. Goals and Methods Used by the Amerlcan

Board in Its Work Among the Bulgarians

(1858-1870) . . « &+ ¢ o « o o« o o o o s 13
3. The European Turkey Mission: Goals,

Methods, Orgamization . . . . . « « . . . 20
4. The Evangelization of Southern Bulgaria:

A Statistical Evaluation . . . . . . 39
5. Missionaries about the Missionary Effort . 49
6. The Evangelizing Effort and the

Bulgarians . . . . . « ¢ « o & o o o o s 55

List of References . . . . . « « ¢ o ¢ ¢ o o = 71

II. MISSIONARY BDUCATION . . . . « &« ¢ « o o ¢ o« o o & 80
1. Bulgarian Demand for Education . . . . . . 80

2. Education and Evangelization . . . . . . . 85

3. Missionary Education for the Bulgarians . 92

4, Missionary Education and the Bulgariamns . 107
List of References . . . « « « o« o o « + + « « 114

III. LITERARY AND OTHER ACTIVITIBS . . . . . . « « . o 118
1. Missionary Literature and the
Bulgarians . . . . . e e e e e o s+ o« . 119
2. Missionary Pub11sh1ng and Literary
Work for the Bulgarians . . . . . . . . . 125
3. Philanthropy . . . . « « ¢« +« &+ « « « « . - 139
4. Medical and Temperance Activities . . . . 145
List of References . . « . « « « &+ + o +» « « . 150

iii



IV. MISSIONARIES AND BULGARIANS: PERCEPTIONS,
ATTITUDES AND UNDERSTANDING OF EACH OTHER

1. Missionaries about the Bulgarians
2. Bulgarians about the Missionaries

List of References . . . . « .« « « « &
CONCLUSION . . . ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o o o o o o o o o o =
List of References . . . « « « « « + &
BIBLIOGRAPHY . . . . &+ ¢« v o ¢ o o s o o o s o

iv

155
155
171
185

191
198

199



LIST OF TABLES

STATISTICAL RESULTS:
EVANGELIZATION (1870-1809) .

STATISTICAL RESULTS:
EDUCATION (1870-1909) . . . . .

STATISTICAL RESULTS:
PUBLICATION (1870-1909) . . . .

STATISTICAL RESULTS:
ZORNITSA (1874-1908) . . . . .

PAGE

42-43

99

126

134



INTRODUCTION

Modern Balkan history is rich in examples of outside
influences and foreign penetrations by various forces,
trends or movements. One such episode is the history of
American missionary involvement among the Bulgarian popu-
lation in the region. The second half of the nineteenth
century was the backdrop for the establishment of that
special Bulgarian mission of the American Board of Commis-
sioners for Foreign Missions /hereafter, the American
Board/.

The purpose of the present dissertation is to study
this mission in an attempt to determine the effects of the
conscious missionary effort to change the religious out-
look of an entire people. The problem is approached from
several aspects, the most important of which are discus-
sions of different areas of American involvement and an
evaluation of the missionary and native perception of each
other and of the goals and accomplishments of the organi-
zation in Bulgaria. The method of presentation is topical-
chronological: each major sphere of missionary activity
is studied separately, but in chronological manner where-
ever possible. In addition, an attempt is made to assemble
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all statistical data related to the work of the American
Board in order to supply a more accurate and complete pic-
ture of the problem under study.

The dissertation is chronologically limited within
the framework of fifty-four to fifty-five years. The start-
ing point of research is roughly the beginning of the Bul-
garian mission of the American Board in 1858. 1Its work is
traced to the time of the Balkan Wars, 1912-1913, which
were chosen as the closing date due to their importance in
view of Bulgarian history. The wars initiated a period of
substantial and irreversible setbacks to the solution of
the problem of Bulgarian national unification. In addition
to being a time of disruption, the Balkan Wars changed
dramatically the outlook for both native and missionary
assessment of their goals and plans for the future.

The other important limitation to the present dis-
sertation is that it studies exclusively one American mis-
sionary organization. Similar work done by a Methodist
society is not discussed here. The intent is to concen-
trate upon the American Board and its Bulgarian involve-
ment.

The research of the problem under study is primarily
based on three archival collections. These are the offi-
cial archives of the American Board (kept in the Houghton
Library, Harvard University) and two private collections
of prominent missionary families - the Clarkes and the

Haskells. The latter two archives were made available only



recently for scholarly use through the efforts of the Hi-
landar Research Library to copy them. They have not been
utilized, thusfar, in related historiography. This circum-
stance allows the present dissertation to incorporate pre-
viously unavailable primary sources. (It should be noted
that these archives are largely unorganized and have not
yet been cataloged.) Other relevant documentary materials
were also studied as supplementary sources. These repre-
sent primarily American and Bulgarian periodicals, parti-
cularly those of missionary origin, and occasional memoirs
by contemporaries. Special effort was taken to research
the limited number of Bulgarian sources, which are usually
ignored by English-speaking scholars of the subject.

The existing historiography on the American Board’s
involvement among the Bulgarians is rather limited, but
nevertheless useful in the assessment of various aspects
of the problem under study. In English there exist only
two monographs which deal exclusively with the subject
under consideration. Both are doctoral dissertations from
the 1930s. The first, Bible Societies, American Missiona-

ries and the National Revival of Bulgaria, by J. F.

Clarke,1 is especially useful for the early missionary
experience in the country as well as for the history of
the publishing of the Scriptures into modern Bulgarian. W.
W. Hall’s work, Puritans in the Balkans,2 is an excellent
narrative study of the American Board’s experience in Bul-

garia in the period 1878-1918. To the extent this work



offers much first-hand information, it is occasionally
useful even as a primary source.

More recently, another doctoral dissertation dealt
with the history of the American Board in the Balkan Pe-
nin-ula as a part of a larger study. P. B. Mojzes’ "A
History of the Congregational and Methodist Churches in
Bulgaria and Yugoslavia" appeared in 1965.3 This work
primarily represents a narrative history of the religious
aspects of missionary work; its goals were not to engage
in, if possible, interpretations of that history.

Aﬁother major group of studies which aids the dis-
cussion of the present problem are the various histories
of American missionary activities in general. Among
these, the basic works of Rufus Anderson, Robert Daniel,
James Field, Jr., Joseph Grabill and William Strong should
be mentioned.4 Each of them contains a small section which
deals with certain aspects of the subject discussed. These
works are mentioned whereever appropriate in subsequent
pages.

The relevant Bulgarian historiography is even less
impressive in quantity and substance. There exist only two
articles in Bulgarian which specifically discuss the ex-
perience of the American Board in general. These works are
authored by Man’o Stof@inov and by Petiir Shopov and were
published in 1964 and 1974, respectively.’ Stofanov dis-
cusses the beginning of the missionary enterprise in Bulga-

ria, and Shopov deals with the same subject during the second



half of the nineteenth century. Neither work relies on
missionary archival materials, which is characteristic of
most other Bulgarian scholarly publications relating to
the present topic. The latter group will be mentioned
where necessary in the actual exposition of the present
dissertation. By taking into account existing Bulgarian
historiography, it is hoped that an important gap in the
English language literature on the subject will be closed,
as the latter in principle ignores the related Bulgarian
scholarly writings.

One major difficulty encountered in this disserta-
tion stemmed from the fact that the Bulgarians used the
Julian Calendar until March 31, 1916. The missionaries
who resided there, as a rule, used the Gregorian Calendar.
Their correspondence and official reports are kept accord-
ing to the new style, the Gregorian. This is the reason
why in the present study all dates are given according to
that style. One notable exception are the publishing dates
of Bulgarian newspapers, which could not be changed since
they are a major source of reference. It should be kept
in mind, therefore, that in referring to Zornifaa, Makedo-
giié and Turf3ifl, dating according to the old style (Ju-
lian) was preserved.

In transliterating Bulgarian names and words in gene~
ral, the transliteration system of the Library of Congress
for Bulgarian was applied. All translations from Bulgarian

into English are the work of the author of the dissertation.
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CHAPTER 1

DIRECT EFFORTS TOWARDS EVANGELIZING THE BULGARIANS

1. The American Board "Discovers" the Bulgarians

The involvement of the American Board with the Bulga-
rians came as a result of its general interest and activity
in the Near East¥. The missionary organization represented
the Congregational and the Presbyterian Churches*¥ in Ameri-
ca and was formed in 1810. Only nine years after its birth,
the American Board sent two of its missionaries to that re-
gion. 1In 1819, Pliny Fisk and Levi Parsons arrived in Smyr-
na, beginning a period of more than a century during which
contiruous efforts were made to spread Protestantism in the
Near East. In the course of these endeavors the Americans
"discovered” a people, the Bulgarians, who at first seemed
rather willing and in need of receiving their message. Ini-
tial contacts between the missionaries of the American Board
and the Bulgarians occured at a most dynamic and crucial
time of Bulgarian history. Following a series of defeats,

the Bulgarians had lost their independence to the Turks in

¥In this study, meaning the Ottoman Empire and its successor
States, Persia, the Caucasus, and the Balkans.

¥XThe Presbyterian Churches withdrew from the American Board
in 1870.



1396 and for the next five centuries were to continue their
existence within the framework of the Ottoman Empire. From
the beginning of the 18th century to 1878, when a signifi-
cant number of them gained independence, the Bulgarians were
undergoing the so called period of National Revival. A lead-
ing contemporary Bulgarian historian of this period briefly
defined it in the following statement: "The Bulgarian Revi-
val is a part of the general European process which accom-
plished the transition from the Middle Ages to the bourgeois
world."l One of the peculiar features of this process amohg
the Bulgarians was the fact that it was at the same time a
"process of the ripening, preparation and accomplishment of
the Bulgarian national—liberation...revolution."2 The mani-
festations of the Revival movement could be detected in all
spheres of Bulgarian life - social, economic, political,
cultural, religious.

In learning about the Bulgarians, as a separate and
distinct nationaiity in the Ottoman Empire, the American
missionaries were dided by representatives of the British
and Foreign Bible Society*. As James F. Clarke has estab-
lished, this society in its efforts to produce e Bulgarian
New Testament became a main instrument in drawing the at-
tention of the missionaries to the Bulgarian population.3

As early as 1826, an agent of the British and Foreign Bible

XThe society was formed in 1804 in London for the purpose of
distributing the Scriptures universally.
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Society, Benjamin Barker, reported that there was a‘definite
need for "the Sacred Scriptures in the Bulgarian 1anguage."4
In 1840 the same agent, after travelling in the Bulgarian
lands, voiced the opinion that this territory was an invi-
ting field for missionary activity.5 This information was
passed on to the Americans and it even reached the pages of
the journal, Missionary Herald, in its issue of that same
year.

The missionaries of the American Board made their own
tours and reported similar views. Their initial interest in
the Bulgarian population was probably first made known by H.
G. 0. Dwight and W. G. Schauffler. Following a tour of Euro-
pean Turkey in 1834, the two missionaries concluded that
there was a real necessity for opening a mission in that
part of the empire. However, they did not specifically men-
tion the Bulgarians.6 In 1841, H. J. van Lennep, who was a
commercial agent for the American missionaries in Smyrna,
voiced great enthusiasm about the prospects of missionary
involvement with the Bulgarians. His proof for the need of
such work was the fact that nearly two thousand New Testa-
ments in Bulgarian were sold in less than a week at a cer-
tain fair.? Another missionary, H. A. Homes, in a letter to
the American Board wrote that "a mission among the Bulgarians
is more called for than among any other people who have not
yet had missionaries."8 Bulgaria seemed to him the most pro-
mising field in the entire Ottoman Empire.9 In the early

1840s, again, the eminent missionary to the Greeks, Elias
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Riggs, was introduced to the Bulgarian language and also
thought that missionary work among the Bulgarians was desi-
rable.l0 He specifically mentioned in his memoirs that in
the summer of 1844, during a visit by Rufus Anderson, Secre-
tary of the American Board: "Those of us who were in the
Greek department pleaded...for the prosecution of work for
the Bulgarians."11 The repeatedly expressed interest in es-
tablishing a Bulgarian mission did not result in anything
substantial since the American Board was discouraged by the
difficulties met in its work among the Greeks. As James F.
Clarke points out: "The Bulgarian work of Protestant socie-
ties in Turkey was a by-product and outgrowth of their Greek
work".12 1In addition, the experience of the American Board
resulting from its involvement with the Armenian population
within the Ottoman Empire was another factor that directly
benefitted the subsequent missionary work among the Bulga-
rians. This circumstance was initially emphasized by ano-
ther scholar, W. W. Hall, Jr.13

In the early 1850s, the American Board manifested a
continuing interest in the Bulgarians and gathered informa-
tion about them from its representatives who were already
laboring among the Greeks and the Armenians.l4 No real steps
for initiating missionary work among the Bulgarians were
considered, however, until 1856, when one of the most known

missionaries of the American Board, Cyrus Hamlin¥*, travelled

¥Cyrus Hamlin (1811-1900) later became known as the founder
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to the United States on commission from the Constantinople
Station with the goal "to press upon the secretaries of the
Board the necessity of a mission to the Bulgarians."15 The
American Board decided to act, but in cooperation with the
Methodist Episcopal Church. The lack of sufficient financial
means made it practical to divide the Bulgarian lands into
two fields for missionary work with the Balkan Mountains
serving as a béundary. The American Board was to proceed
with its Bulgarian involvement to the south of that mountain
range.16 Oon his way back to Turkey, Hamlin spent some time
in London where he received significant encouragement in his
initiative by the Turkish Missions Aid Society*. Once again
the English Protestants were extremely helpful in supporting
the American interest in the Bulgarian population. At the
very beginning of American missionary involvement with the
Bulgarians this British society offered financial help to
the American Board. A letter sent to Hamlin by the President
of the society, the Earl of Shaftesbury, in June, 1856, con-
tains the following statement: "...Bulgaria would be a fruit-
ful field for the labors of evangelical missionaries."l7 The
Earl of Shaftesbury suggested, in addition, that the society
would provide "say three hundred pounds a year"18 for the
maintaining of two missionaries of the American Board to the

Bulgarians.

of Robert College.

¥This British society financially aided the American Board
with its Turkish missions. :






